THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


December 14, 1978 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 

THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 

THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY . 

THE ADMINISTRATOR, ARMS CONTROL 
AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY 

CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


SUBJECT: Clearance of Foreign Policy 
Testimony to Congress : 


My memorandum of August 16, 1978, regarding clearance 
of foreign policy testimony to Congress is hereby’ 
revised as noted below. 


First, OMB's legislative coordination and clearance 
responsibilities as set forth in OMB Circular No. A-19 
(revised July 31, 1972) remain fully in effect. The 
requirements under that Circular apply to all proposed 
legislation and reports or testimony on pending bills 
(generally considered "legislative" issues), including 
those which deal with foreign policy. In the case of 
any "legislative" testimony, A-19 is, of course, 
applicable and the coordination and. clearance function 
will be carried out by OMB. 


However, in the case of all congressional requests for 
your agency to give "oversight" testimony (defined as 
testimony not "legislative" in nature) on U.S. foreign 
policy related matters, we would appreciate being in- 
formed at that time on the subject, the Department's 
representative, and the time and date of the hearing. 
We will then inform you directly whether it will be 
necessary to clear the statement. 


NSC review(s) completed. 
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I have conferred with the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget regarding this matter, and he 
shares my view that the procedures outlined in this 
memorandum will ensure the proper coordination and 
clearance of both "legislative" and "oversight" 
testimony as it relates to foreign policy. 


as 


“ Zbigniew Brzezinski 
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“28 August 1978 °° 


We recontacted Speaker O'Neill's office concerning the 
Speaker's response to the Director's letter on 
compartmented clearances, explaining that the 
Director's policy limiting clearances to the Minority 
and Majority Leaders is firm. The Speaker will get 
back to us after the recess if he still feels clearances 
should be issued to the staff of the Democratic Steering 
and Policy Committee. . - 


Although not expected to recess until COB Wednesday, 

30 August, the Senate recessed at 6 p-m. Friday, 25 August 
and will not reconvene until 10 a.m. Wednesday, 6 September. 
The House is also recessed and will reconvene at noon on 

6 September. When the House reconvenes it is expected to 
take up H.R. 7308, the electronic surveillance bill. On. 
Wednesday, 6 September H.R. 7308 has been granted an open 
rule ~ 3 hours of general debate. Complete consideration 
of the electronic surveillance bill is- scheduled for 
Thursday, 7 September after consideration by the House 

of the Presidential veto of H.R. 10929, the DOD Authorization, 
FY 79. , , 


Sam Hoskinson, of the NSC staff, has been asked to determine 
if the weekly calendar OLC sends to him on proposed Hill 
briefings satisfies the requirements of the Brzezinski 
memorandum of 16 August on Hill testimony related to 
foreign policy matters. We also questioned the wisdom 
of including the DCI in a directive involving pre-clearance 
on Hill statements, since this could be hopped upon as 
politicizing intelligence. Hoskinson will be back in touch. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE. 

SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
SECRETARY OF ENERGY 
ADMINISTRATOR, AGENCY FOR INTER- 


‘NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT . 


THE 


DIRECTOR, ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT 


AGENCY 
CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


Clearance of Foreign Policy Testimony 
to Congress 


When your Department is 


requested to testify before Congress 


on U.S. foreign policy related matters, we would appreciate 
being informed at that time on the subject, the Department's 


representative, and the 


time and date of the hearing. We 


will then inform you directly whether it Wee be necessary 


to clear the statement. 


Zbigniew Brzezinski 
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SUSPENSE“DATE -  «.. 


I presume we have been informing the NSC whenever we have 
had to go to the Hill on anything connected with foreign policy. 
But, you may want to establish some sort of regular procedure, 
and you may also want to check whether what we have been doing 


is adequate. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 


Legislative Counsel 
8 September 1978 


MEMORANDUM FOR: LES FRANCIS 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL LIAISON 


FROM: FREDERICK P. HITZ 
ts LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL 


SUBJECT : CONGRESSIONAL SCHEDULING 


1. This memorandum responds to your memorandum of 5 September, which I 
understand asks that we provide a prioritized list of legislation of 
direct and immediate concern to this Agency but which has yet to be 
scheduled for House or Senate floor action. 


2. While there are a number of active bills of interest to us which - 


we are following in the waning days of this session, there are no 
bills for which we are seeking floor action and which have not yet 
been scheduled. We therefore anticipate no need for assistance in 
scheduling bills for floor action between now and adjournment. 


ee 
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SUBJECT ': NSC Request re Testimony on Hi71 


1. On Friday, 25 August, the NSC Staff Secretary called to request 
we provide an advance schedule of who is scheduled to testify on the Hill 
and on what subject (see Jab A). © 


2, This appears to be a logical follow-on to a memorandum from or.” 
Brzezinski (Tab B) which suggests that testimony on foreign policy related 
matters may have to be cleared in advance. 


3. I discussed both of these requests 2 a a 0 
Legislative Counsel, on Monday, 28 August. He has them or action 
and, in fact, has already been in touch with Sam Hoskinson on the intent 


and propriety of the Brzezinski memo. He will advise the DCI/DDCI of 
developments in this matter, 


NSC Zooratnator 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: NSC Coordinator .. -~ 


SUBJECT. .. .: Request from NSC Staff = 


Carol Cleveland/NSC Staff Secretary's. office called ta relay & 
"low key"? request for alist of those. members of the Agency who ares 
testifying on the Hill... This is to be submitted to NSC (Carol Cleveland} = 
(by phone if not too extensive) each Friday to cover the following week. 
Included should be the person's name and title and a brief sentence or 
two covering what they are testifying on. In response to my query as — 
to who is requesting this, she replied that it came from De.: Brzezinski’s | 
area. a ee . ie 


=~ 
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cc: Mr. Evans 


t 
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